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OZET

Bu bildiri, iletisim teknolojilerinin alfabenin maddi formundan algoritmanin soyut diline uzanan
tarihsel doniisiimiinii, Chancery Cursive yazisinin bes ylizyili asan seriiveni iizerinden incelemeyi
amagclamaktadir. Calismanin temel argiimani, bir yazi geleneginin siirekliliginin yalnizca estetik
degerini korumasina degil, ayn1 zamanda degisen kiiltiirel ve teknolojik baglamlarda pedagojik
araglarin1 yeniden yorumlama ve bu araglarla birlikte evrilme kapasitesine bagl oldugudur. Bildiride
izlenecek analitik cerceve, bu doniisiimiin ii¢ kritik esigine odaklanmaktadir. ilk olarak, Rénesans’in
hiimanist alfabe anlayis1 icinde Ludovico degli Arrighi’nin La Operina (1522) adli eseriyle
somutlasan ve yazi bilgisini sistematik bigimde standartlastiran “kurucu” asama ele alinacaktir.
Ikinci olarak, 20. yiizyilin modernlesme ve demokratiklesme siirecinde Edward Johnston ve Alfred
Fairbank’in ¢aligmalariyla Chancery Cursive’iin disipline edilerek Formal Italic’e doniistiigii ve
kitlesel egitim sistemlerine entegre edildigi “standartlasma” asamasi analiz edilecektir. Son olarak,
giinlimiiziin dijital ve ag-temelli iletisim ortaminda, yazi geleneginin pedagojik ilkelerini koruyarak
dijital fontlar, ¢evrimici 6grenme platformlar1 ve etkilesimli uygulamalar araciligiyla algoritmik
araglarla yeniden tiretildigi “yayilim” asamasi degerlendirilecektir. Disiplinlerarasi bir perspektif ve
tarihsel-analitik yontemle sekillenen bu inceleme, yazinin bigimsel (morfolojik) evrimi ile onun
Ogretilme bicimleri (pedagojik pratikler) arasindaki diyalektik iligkiyi merkeze almaktadir.
Arrighi’nin ahsap kaliplarindan Fairbank’in o6lgiilebilir diyagramlarina ve giiniimiiziin yazilim
araylzlerine uzanan bu siireklilik, kiiltiirel bir kodun her teknolojik kirilmada nasil yeni ifade ve
aktarim bigimleri irettigini gostermektedir. Sonug olarak, Chancery Cursive’lin yolculugunun
iletisim tarihindeki doniistimleri anlamak i¢in gii¢lii bir mercek sundugu; “alfabeden algoritmaya”
gecisin gelenegin sonu degil, kiiltiirel siireklilik i¢inde onun yeniden dogusuna imkan taniyan bir
zemin oldugu ortaya konulmaktadir.
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ABSTRACT

This paper aims to examine the historical transformation of communication technologies—from the
material form of the alphabet to the abstract language of the algorithm—through the more than five-
century-long journey of Chancery Cursive. The central argument of the study is that the continuity
of a writing tradition depends not only on preserving its aesthetic value, but also on its capacity to
reinterpret its pedagogical tools within changing cultural and technological contexts and to evolve
alongside those tools. The analytical framework to be followed in the paper focuses on three critical
thresholds of this transformation. First, the “foundational” stage—embodied in Ludovico degli
Arrighi’s La Operina (1522) within the humanist understanding of the alphabet during the
Renaissance—which systematically standardized writing knowledge, will be addressed. Second, the
“standardization” stage—in which, during the 20th century processes of modernization and
democratization, Chancery Cursive was disciplined and transformed into Formal Italic through the
work of Edward Johnston and Alfred Fairbank, and integrated into mass education systems—uwill be
analyzed. Finally, the “dissemination” stage—in which, within today's digital and network-based
communication environment, the writing tradition is reproduced through algorithmic tools such as
digital fonts, online learning platforms, and interactive applications while preserving its pedagogical
principles—will be evaluated.



Shaped by an interdisciplinary perspective and a historical-analytical method, this inquiry centers on
the dialectical relationship between the formal (morphological) evolution of writing and its modes
of instruction (pedagogical practices). The continuity extending from Arrighi's woodblocks to
Fairbank's measurable diagrams and contemporary software interfaces demonstrates how a cultural
code generates new forms of expression and transmission at each technological rupture. In
conclusion, it is revealed that the journey of Chancery Cursive provides a powerful lens for
understanding transformations in the history of communication; and that the transition “from
alphabet to algorithm” is not the end of tradition, but rather a ground that enables its rebirth within
cultural continuity.
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